
Dr. Joseph Warren and Margaret Kimble Gage: Romance or Romanticism? 
 
April 18, 1775 – Two lanterns are hung in Boston’s Old North Church, signaling that British troops intend 
to take the water route from Boston to Charlestown to march on Lexington and Concord. Paul Revere, 
William Dawes, and a number of other riders (who, thanks to Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, are 
forgotten in popular history) set out to warn Lexington and Concord’s residents. Consequently, the local 
militias were ready for the British regulars and put up a successful fight. 
 
The question, then, is not what happened, but how. How did Revere and his associates know what time 
and date the British would leave Boston? How did they know the march on Lexington and Concord was 
even planned? The answer lies with Dr. Joseph Warren. Dr. Warren was one of Boston’s most influential 
patriots and played a huge role in the early fight for American independence. Unfortunately, he is also 
usually overlooked and forgotten.   
 
Dr. Warren was born in Roxbury, Massachusetts in 1741, attended Roxbury Latin School and Harvard, 
and later studied medicine and became a practicing physician in Boston. As political tensions grew in the 
1760s, Dr. Warren aligned himself with the Patriot cause. He was close with Samuel Adams, John 
Hancock, and other members of the Boston Sons of Liberty; was a member of the Massachusetts 
Committee of Correspondence; and President of the Massachusetts Provincial Congress. Warren 
completed the autopsy on young Christopher Seider, widely considered the first victim of the American 
Revolution, and, following Lexington and Concord, authorized Benedict Arnold’s pivotal capture of 
British-held Fort Ticonderoga. So, how did such an influential “rebel” receive knowledge of the British 
plans for Lexington and Concord?  
 
Most of Boston understood the British were up to something – it would be impossible to conceal the 
gathering of troops and preparations for a march from the city’s residents. However, the troops’ 
destination could only be speculated. Absolute secrecy was paramount for the British; only the highest 
ranking officers knew the details of the plan. Yet, Dr. Warren knew. He had to have had an informant, 
but who was it? Without documentary evidence to convict any one individual, we can only speculate 
about this mystery person. Many historians believe it was none other than Margaret Gage, wife of 
General Thomas Gage, commander of the British forces in North America.  
 
Margaret Kemble Gage was born in New Jersey into an affluent and influential business and political 
family part of the powerful New York Schuylers. She married Thomas Gage in 1758 in the midst of the 
French and Indian War. The Gages lived in Montreal during Gage’s governorship there and then in New 
York until the Gages moved to England in 1773. A year later, they were back in the colonies, this time in 
Boston, as General Gage was appointed Royal Governor of Massachusetts.  
 
Margaret Gage, then, was certainly placed well to know the ins and outs of British command and 
operations, but why would she choose to share this information with Patriot leaders? Some argue that 
Margaret, due to her colonial birth and upbringing, sympathized with the Patriot cause. She was “a lady 
of divided loyalties to both her husband and her native land.”1 Other sources claim that Gage insisted he 
only told one person besides his highest ranking officers of the plans to march on April 19, 1775, and 
they assume that one person was his wife. Still others insist that General Gage was suspicious of his 
wife’s loyalties and actions on April 18. Shortly after the incidents of April 1775, the general sent 
Margaret back to England, proof, they claim, of his unhappiness with her betrayal.  

 
1 David Hackett Fischer, Paul Revere’s Ride (New York: Oxford University Press. 1994) 96. 
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This evidence, while intriguing, is all circumstantial and speculative and can be refuted. First, Margaret 
may have been born and raised in the colonies, but birthplace did not dictate political loyalties in 1775. 
There were hundreds of colonial-born individuals in Boston who remained loyal to the crown and hoped 
for no more bloodshed. Second, even if General Gage only told one person besides his officers of his 
plans, there is no evidence to support that it was his wife. This point is speculation only, based on our 
own notions of modern marital relationships. Finally, Margaret Gage did return to England in the 
summer of 1775 at her husband’s insistence. However, this certainly could have been done for her own 
safety. Tensions in Boston were at a high, food was scarce, and disease was prevalent. The general quite 
possibly sent his wife away out of concern for her safety and health, not to keep her from further 
betrayal.  
 
We will probably never know if Margaret Gage was Dr. Warren’s confidential source. On June 17, 1775, 
just two months after Lexington and Concord, Dr. Warren was killed in the Battle of Bunker Hill, taking 
the name of his informant to the grave. (Interestingly, Dr. Warren’s body was only identified almost a 
year later when sometime-dentist Paul Revere recognized a false tooth he had made for the doctor – 
possibly the first instance of forensic dentistry in America).  
 
One final note: popular history has, more than once, suggested that Dr. Warren had an affair with 
Margaret Gage, and their relationship served as the jumping point for her duplicity to her husband. Like 
everything else in this story, though, to say for sure one way or another could only be categorized as 
historical fiction – no evidence whatsoever exists to even suggest this is true. Dr. Warren, a widower, 
had a busy medical practice and four children to raise. He and Mrs. Gage were well-known, highly 
recognizable faces in Boston; when and where was this clandestine affair supposed to have happened? 
But…the young, handsome Patriot and the beautiful general’s wife, meeting in secret and conspiring to 
bring about the birth of a new nation…it makes a good story.  


